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DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
+ + + + +

ALCOHCLI C BEVERAGE CONTROL BQARD
+ + + + +

VEETI NG
IN THE MATTER OF:
CP, Inc.
t/a Cafe Paradise Show Cause
2649 Connecticut Ave., NW Heari ng

Retail er CR - ANC- 3C
Li cense No. 13111
Case #13- CMP-00276

(Failed to Post Pregnancy
Sign, Failed to Post License
i n a Conspicuous Pl ace)

April 9, 2014

The Al coholic Beverage Control
Board net in the Al coholic Beverage Control
Heari ng Room Reeves Buil ding, 2000 14th
Street, N.W, Suite 400S, Washington, D.C.
20009, Chairperson Ruthanne M| er,
presi di ng.

PRESENT:

RUTHANNE M LLER, Chai rperson
NI CK ALBERTI, Menber

DONALD BROCKS, Menber

M KE SI LVERSTEI N, Menber
HECTOR RODRI GUEZ, Menber
JAVES SHORT, Menber

ALSO PRESENT:

LOUI SE PHI LLI PS, QAG
EARL JONES, ABRA | nvesti gator

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

(9:41 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: The next case
on our calendar is a Show Cause Hearing, Case
No. 13-CMP-00276, Cafe Paradiso. That is
schedul ed for 10:00 and so we are a little bit
early. | don't knowif all the parties are
her e.

You are here. Do you want to --
who is the attorney? | think we're going to
have to conme back. We'Ill conme back. Ckay.

So this hearing is scheduled for 10:00. So
I"'mnot going to call it yet, because | don't
see anyone here fromthe Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral. Okay.

So the Board is going to recess
for 17 mnutes or so. W are a little ahead
of schedule. We will be back at 10: 00.

(Whereupon, at 9:43 a.m a recess
until 9:46 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: It's actually

9:46 and we are calling our 10:00 case,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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because the parties are here and the Board is
ahead of schedul e.

So we are calling Case No. 13- CMP-
00276, Cafe Paradiso |ocated at 2649
Connecticut Avenue, N. W, License No. 13111,
in ANC- 3C.

And if you would identify
your sel ves for the record?

MR, ZEYTOUN: Walid Zeytoun. [|'m
representing Salim Zeytoun, which is ny
brother. And then |I actually work for him
He couldn't nake it today. W send email to
Ms. Jenkins and a letter which is to --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Aut hori zation
letter fromyour brother?

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. (Good.
And what's your nane again?

MR ZEYTOUN. Walid, WA-L-1-D
valid.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's your

| ast nane?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR ZEYTOUN. Zeytoun. Sane --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ch, sane as
your br ot her.

MR ZEYTOUN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Cot
it. Okay.

M5. PHILLIPS: Louise Phillips,
Assi stant Attorney Ceneral, for the District
of Colunmbia. And with me is Brian Any, a new
pro bono attorney in our office.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: This is like his
third day.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ch, so he is
tal king over now? He is going to run it?
He's going to do --

M5. PHILLIPS: He is going to run
t hi ngs soon.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- this?

MS. PHI LLIPS: Not yet.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Al

right. This is a Show Cause Hearing. Are

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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there any prelimnary matters?

M5. PHILLIPS: There are no
prelimnary matters. M. R vero has spoken
wth the owner, | assune, on many occasions

and we are where we are today with the Show

Cause.
MR, ZEYTOUN. | did talk to.
M5. PHILLIPS: Oh, you did?
MR, ZEYTOUN. | went to his
of fice.
M5. PHILLIPS: Ckay.
MR ZEYTOUN: And we had a
meet i ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So you
are here for the hearing?

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Do you
under stand how the hearing works at all?

MR, ZEYTOUN. | have an idea. |
came once before, | said, to see how --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ch, good.

VR, ZEYTQOUN: it ran, so | have an

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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I dea.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN. But | apol ogi ze for
my thick accent, but I'lIl try to be -- to

speak slowy and nmake sure everybody
under st ands.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN:. You know.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  You don't
have a probl em under st andi ng?

MR ZEYTOUN. No, absolutely not.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Well, the Governnent has the burden of proof
and they go first to make their case. And you
can cross-exam ne the w tnesses.

MR ZEYTOUN. Ch, okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And then you
can go. And you don't have any w tnesses,
iIt's just you, right?

MR ZEYTOUN:.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. $So

"Il put you under oath in your case and

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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sonetinmes the Governnment nmakes an openi ng
statenent. You can al so nmake an openi ng
statenent, but that's not your evidence.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. OCh, okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And you don't
have to do it now, you can do it when you
start your case or not at all.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right. |If you have any questions al ong the
way, feel free to ask ne.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Phillips?

M5. PH LLIPS: Yes. | haven't
seen a copy of the permssion for himto act.
| don't need to see it as long as the Board
has put in the record that it's in the file up
at th dias.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. | can read
it. It's fromSalimZeytoun. "Hi, M.

Jenkins, | authorize ny brother, M. Walid

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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Zeytoun, to represent CP, Inc. d/b/a Cafe

Par adi so, address at 2649 Connecticut Avenue,
N. W, Washington, D.C 20008, and appear on ny
behal f at ABC Board proceedi ngs on Decenber

11. Please" -- Decenber 117

M5. PHILLIPS: That may have been
the first hearing date.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: " Pl ease pl ace
note in the official file." So this was in
the official file that he can represent him
I think that is satisfactory. Do you have an
I ssue with that?

M5. PHILLIPS: No. It looks Iike
that was the date of the first Show Cause
Hearing and it nust have been reschedul ed for
sone reason.

MR ZEYTOUN:.  Yes.

M5. PHI LLIPS: | have no idea.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: So | would think
the intent is proper and | didn't really need

for you to read it, | just wanted to nake sure

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 9

that the record noted that it was there.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Absol ut el y.

M5. PHI LLIPS: Since | didn't have

a copy.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right.

M5. PHILLIPS: This is a fairly
straightforward fine case. It's a failure to

post an ABC |license and a pregnancy war ni ng
and the evidence will show that these
docunents were not in place as required by the
statute. And | will be calling one wtness,
who was the Investigator at the tine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. M.
Zeytoun, did you want to nmake any openi ng
remark, at this time? It's not required. You
can if you want though.

MR ZEYTOUN:  No.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN: I'Ill just wait for
ny turn.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Um hum good.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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That's fine. Al right. M. Phillips?

MS. PHILLIPS: Yes. M. Jones?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: (Good nor ni ng,
Board Menbers.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Good nor ni ng.
Wher eupon,

| NVESTI GATOR EARL JONES

was called as a witness by Counsel for the
Governnent, and having been first duly sworn,
assunmed the w tness stand and was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you. | see
that M. Zeytoun has a copy of the
I nvestigative report, which | amgoing to hand
to the Investigator, because it has all the
exhibits init.

l"msorry, | just didn't hear who
was speaking. | could just hear that sonebody
was. All right.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ms. Philli ps,

did you say that M. Zeytoun has a copy of

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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the --

M5. PHILLIPS: | can see it.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER - -
I nvestigative report.

MB. PHLLIPS: That's why | gave
my extra copy to the Investigator.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Okay.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

M5. PHILLIPS: M. Jones, wll you
state your nane for the record, please?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Earl Jones.

M5. PHILLIPS: And your capacity
with the District of Colunbia Governnent?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | am a
Conpl i ance | nvestigator here.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. And do you
conduct investigations routinely as part of
your custom and practice of your job?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And before you were
an I nvestigator wth ABRA, were you -- did you

conduct investigations at any ot her Agency or

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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I n any ot her capacity?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, | was a
police officer with the Arlington Police
Depart nent.

M5. PHILLIPS: And for how | ong
were you a police officer?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Seven years.

M5. PHILLIPS: And I'msorry, M.
Jones, but --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Seven years,
am
M5. PHILLIPS: GCkay. Thank you.

And in that capacity, did you conduct
I nvestigations and wite investigation
reports?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And you conducted
an investigation of this particular
establishnent. On what date did you conduct
t hat ?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Thi s woul d be

on May 23, 2013.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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M5. PH LLIPS: And did you visit

t he establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHI LLIPS: And at what tine
did you visit the establishnment?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: At
approximately 11:52 a. m

M5. PHILLIPS: D d you visit the
establishnent for a particular reason or was
this part of a routine investigation of
vari ous and sundry al cohol establishnments?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | went due to
conduct a regul atory inspection.

M5. PHI LLIPS: And --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: I n which each
establ i shnent gets a mninumof three a year.
So it was just a routine inspection of the
i cense.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. Al right.
And you entered the establishnent, | assune?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And what did you

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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note with regard to your regul atory
I nspection?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | entered the
establishnent and identified nyself and |
requested to speak wth an ABC nmanager or
owner. At that tine, a gentleman by the nane
of Salim Zeytoun identified hinself as the
owner and | advised himto the reason as why
I was there.

During my inspection, | observed
that the ABC License, the pregnancy sign and
war ni ng signs were not posted at that tine.

M5. PHILLIPS: D d you speak to
t he owner about your findings, at that tine?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And what did he
tell you, if anything?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: He told ne
that they were there. He said he didn't know
what had taken place, you know, what had
happened. He started | ooking around and then

he | ooked behind the bar where the frane that

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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hel d the ABC License as well as the basic
busi ness |icense and all the Governnent

i censes for the establishnment were franed,
that entire frame fell behind the bar in
bet ween the wall.

M5. PHILLIPS: And, therefore, |
think the statute has certain requirenents
about the posting of ABC Licenses?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And what are those?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: The ABC
License as well as all ABRA-rel ated warning
signs are to be posted conspicuously for the
public to view

M5. PHILLIPS: Because -- and so
behind the bar it was not conspi cuous?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  You coul d not
see it at all.

M5. PH LLIPS: And did you find
anot her ABRA signage m ssing at the
establ i shnent during your regul atory

I nspection?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, nmm' am

At that tinme, we were using pregnancy warni ng
signs and those -- that sign was not posted as
wel | .

M5. PH LLIPS: And did you find
that fallen sonewhere?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: No, ma'am

M5. PH LLIPS: Okay. So it was
just absent conpletely?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: Al right. And
what did you do next?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: At that tine,
| concluded ny regulatory inspection. | again
advi sed M. Zeytoun of the violation that had
taken place and | advised himthat | would
return for the -- as far as the finding with
reference to if there was going to be a fine
or whatever was to take place, at that point
in time.

M5. PHILLIPS: And did you

subsequent |y contact hi mabout whet her or not

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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a fine was going to be instituted?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes. |
revisited the establishnment after review ng
the history for the establishnment, which
indicated that a $350 fine should have been
assessed.

M5. PHILLIPS: And on what date
did you revisit the establishnent?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: On June 21,
2013.

M5. PHI LLIPS: And did you conduct
a regul atory inspection at that tine?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: No, ma'am

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. And did you
| eave any docunent with the owner?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, ma' am
| wote the citation for that violation and
al so provided himw th the pregnancy sign.

M5. PHILLIPS: And is the citation
part of the investigative report as Exhibit 2?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: G ve ne a

mnute. Actually wth the report, | believe,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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it's Exhibit 4, ma'am

M5. PHLLIPS: Is it?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | believe.

M5. PH LLIPS: Onh, yes, he thinks
it's Exhibit 4. Yes, |I'"'msorry.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. Al right.
So it's Exhibit 4. Wat is Exhibit 2?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Exhibit 2 is
a copy of the regulatory inspection that |
conducted on the initial visit.

M5. PHLLIPS: |Is this an ABRA
docunent or sonething that you | eave either
itself or a copy with the establishnent?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: No, that's an
ABRA docunent .

M5. PHILLIPS: What is Exhibit 3?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Exhibit 3 is
a copy of the pregnancy warning sign that we
were using at that tine.

M5. PHILLIPS: And is this

sonething that you carry with you when you are

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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conducting regul atory inspections?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nm'am

M5. PHILLIPS: D d you do
sonething wiwth a copy of this warning sign
which is listed as Exhibit 3, to the
I nvestigative report? D d you give one to
the --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nmm'am
Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: Sorry. W
sentence, conplete sentence would be did you
give one to the establishnment? Al right.
And as part of the investigative report, | see
at Exhibit 1 and that's just the front of
the --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:
Est abl i shnent .

M5. PHILLIPS: -- establishnent.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nm'am

M5. PHILLIPS: Al right. D d you
subsequently render all your findings into a

report?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And that is Report
13- CMP- 002767

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nma'am

M5. PHILLIPS: On the third --
second page, sorry, of this report, is that
your signature?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nma'am

M5. PHILLIPS: And there is
anot her signature on this report. \Wose is
t hat ?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: That is the
Chi ef of Enforcenent's signature.

M5. PHILLIPS: M. Jackson,
correct?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nma'am

M5. PHILLIPS: So your entire
report consisted of two pages and four
exhibits. |Is that correct?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, nma'am

M5. PHILLIPS: O is there five?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, mm' am

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MS. PHILLIPS: No.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Wel |, four, |
bel i eve.

M5. PHILLIPS: Yeah. And then
there is the investigative history at the very
end of ny copy. |Is there one at your's?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: There is one
here, yes, ma' am

M5. PH LLIPS: Yeah. 1Is that a
standard operating procedure when witing
reports to make a copy of the investigative
hi story and attach it to the report?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | didn't do
that. Actually, the investigative history is
normal |y copied into the report itself.

M5. PH LLIPS: Okay. So that's on
t he second page?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: And | see that --
this is correct. This is probably sonething
that soneone in ny office ran off. It's dated

6-3-13. |Is your copy also --

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: -- dated 6-3-13?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes, ma' am

M5. PHILLIPS: You may not have
that. So that's not part of the investigative
report. |Is that fair?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: An extra copy
of the investigative history? No, it's not.

M5. PHILLIPS: Gkay. Thank you.

At this tinme, | would |ike to nove a copy of
the investigative report into the record as
evi dence.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Any
obj ection?

MR, ZEYTOUN. ['msorry, | didn't
hear .

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  She wants to
nove the investigative report into the record
as evi dence.

M5. PHILLIPS: But not that.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: Just that.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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ZEYTOUN: This one?

PHI LLIPS: Yes.

2 5 3

ZEYTOUN:  Ckay.

M5. PH LLIPS: Wth the exhibits.
Do you not have the exhibits?

MR, ZEYTOUN:. | have the exhibits.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
that is always accepted, but if you do have an
obj ection, you can nmake one, but it's part of
our admnistrative record anyway.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. $So
that's Governnent's Exhibit No. 1.

(Wher eupon, the docunent was

mar ked for identification as

Governnent Exhibit 1 and was

recei ved in evidence.)

M5. PHILLIPS: Have we conpl eted
the investigation, the report and all your
findings with regard to this matter?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | woul d say

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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so, Yyes.

M5. PHILLIPS: Gkay. Thank you.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Um hum

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: M. Zeytoun,
you can ask any questions on his testinony
now, if you have sone.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Okay.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR, ZEYTOUN. M. Jones, for the
war ni ng sign, you said you put up the warning
sign yoursel f.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Um hum

MR ZEYTOUN:. | picked up those
war ni ng signs --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Let ne
just --

MR ZEYTOUN. |'msorry.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. There
Is two parts of this. This part is to
guestion himand then you wll have a chance
to make statenents.

MR ZEYTOUN. This just questions

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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for hin®

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Just
guestions. Only if you have to nake a
statenent for himto understand the question,
can you do that.

MR ZEYTOUN. Ckay. | just want
to -- about the warning signs, | want to ask
you, are you sure you dropped those warning
signs at Cafe Paradi so?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

MR, ZEYTOUN. Al right. I'mfine
NOW.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Any
Board questions? M. Al berti?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Good nor ni ng,
| nvesti gator Jones.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: (Good nor ni ng,
sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | think you

stated that the |license had fallen behind the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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bar. 1Is that correct?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Were you
there when the owner found it?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Wre there
any ot her CGovernnent docunents or |icenses
al so that had fallen down behind the bar?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: They were all
in -- and again, this was |last year, but as |
recall, they were all, | believe, in one
frame. So he had the basic business |icense,
Certificate of Occupancy, all of those were in
one frane.

MEMBER ALBERTI: So they were all
found behind the bar?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you very
much. No further questions.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: O hers?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, ZEYTOUN:. Just one nore thing.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  No. You
can't. You have to wait until we are done.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. OCh, okay.

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Wen
you returned, did you say whether or not the
i censes were posted or not?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: When |
returned, he had -- everything was up.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Everythi ng
was up.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Everyt hi ng
was post ed.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al
right. Anything else? Al right. You can
ask a question based on Board questions.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. You say the warning
signs and the license, they were all falling
behi nd the wall of the bar?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: | don't

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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recall himpicking up the warning sign. |
know the |icenses were.

MR ZEYTOUN:. Behind --

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Yes, they
were --

MR ZEYTOUN. -- the bar?

| NVESTI GATOR JONES: -- there.
Yes.

MR, ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

| NVESTI GATOR JONES:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN. |'mfine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ms. Philli ps,
any questions on Board questions or redirect?

M5. PHILLIPS: No, thank you,
Madam Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Well,
then M. --

M5. PHILLIPS: The Governnent wl |
rest wwth its case.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Thank

you, M. Jones.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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| NVESTI GATOR JONES: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.

(Wher eupon, w tness was excused.)

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  So t he
Governnent is resting and now you can testify,
i f you like.

MR ZEYTOUN. Do you want ne to?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  If that's
okay.

MR ZEYTOUN. That's fine.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: He can testify
fromthere.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Unless it's
easier for you with your papers there.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. Wherever you |ike
me, I'lIl go, I'mfine.

M5. PHILLIPS: | think you can sit
her e.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Al

right. Let's do that then.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MEMBER ALBERTI :  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Let ne
swear you in there.

MR ZEYTOUN. In front of you

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Let ne swear
you in though.
Wher eupon,

WALI D ZEYTOUN

was called as a wtness for the Licensee, and
havi ng been first duly sworn, assuned the
w t ness stand and was exam ned and testified
as foll ows:

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR, ZEYTOUN: | think there is a
little bit m sunderstandi ng here. | brought
sone pictures also to show part of what
I nspector Jones was tal king about. And al so
I want to discuss the citations that he gave
us and the prior record.

We had those warning signs put in

in two different places at the entrance when

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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you walk into the restaurant. One in here
when you walk in imediately at this wall and
this is continuation to that. This is the bar
and this is right -- and here -- |I'msorry,
I"'ma little nervous.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's okay.

MR, ZEYTOUN: Here we have anot her
sign. W painted the walls, this one here,
and we did sone cleaning to the glass, so we
| ost this one. This one was not avail abl e.
We had this one. And these |licenses here and
these |licenses, they were behind the shelf,
but not totally bl ocked. They were put behind
it, so you can see, but they weren't posted
i ke this one, the one we use right now.

When | nspector Jones cane in, he
I's saying that they were behind the wall.
There is no wall here. There is just the
shelf and this glass. And they were in
bet ween the bottles and the glass. And as
soon as he requested that we, you know,

di splay them imediately | walked into the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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restaurant, turned around, went to Adans
Morgan and got a bunch of franmes and enpty the
shelf, which is right here, and put everything
on the shelf.

The follow ng day, | cane to ABRA
and | picked up the signs and | put this sign
back where it was before and then | think --
no, | think the other sign they had stopped
giving this, so we put this one downstairs and
then one in the second fl oor.

Now, M. Jones al so gave us the
citation, | believe, the first time for $500.
And then cane back and changed it to $350.
Thank God for that, because | am not sure what
was the reason for the changes.

Also for the record, for the
serving mnors, underage m nor, that case was
dr opped because that case | did everything
t hat manager and owner can possibly do and the
wai ter still served mnor, but we had
W t nesses and one of them was a Gover nnment

enpl oyee educated that also wote a letter and

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hat case was dropped.

So we 25 years of practicing in
hospitality business, | believe we do really
good job in making sure we follow the law to
the T. | just felt -- the reason |'mhere, |
felt that giving our side of the story and
asking for maybe warning at that tinme would
have been, you know, enough for us to do
everyt hi ng.

You know, |ike imediately we
corrected everything and we did have the sign.
And to be honest, the $350 for a snal
busi ness sonetines is a | ot of noney and was
tough econony. So all of that around it nade
me want to cone and show ny case.

| believe there is
m scommuni cation. | don't know how he put the

report together, but there is sone gaps that

made ne want to cone and show that -- ny side
of story. And that's all | have. Thank you.
| -- whatever you decide, |I'll be happy to do

it. Thank you.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

Ms. Phillips, do you have any questions?

M5. PHILLIPS: | do.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

M5. PHILLIPS: | didn't see the
pi ctures.

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: | couldn't -- |I'm
even closer than the Board and | couldn't see
t hem

MR, ZEYTOUN. | show. | went to
M. Rvero and | had a long neeting with him
and he educated ne about the |aw, about --
also | show himall these pictures. |If you
enter the restaurant --

M5. PHILLIPS: I'msorry, you wll
have to talk into your m ke.

MR, ZEYTOUN. Ckay. |'msorry.

M5. PHILLIPS: Just bring it over
her e.

MR. ZEYTOUN. Ckay.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. PHILLIPS: Just bring the m ke

over here. That's close enough. Al right.

MR, ZEYTOUN. Ckay. |If you enter
fromthe main door, this picture right next to
each other pretty nuch nmakes the bar.

MS5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

MR ZEYTOUN. And we al ways --

MS. PHILLIPS: So --

MR ZEYTOUN. -- had a sign here
and sign here.

M5. PHILLIPS: Ckay. So you cone
in the front door and you see these pictures?
MR ZEYTOUN:. Yes, yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: You know, |'m going
to -- for the purposes of the record, I'm
going to | abel them so | can call them
sonething. So I'mgoing to put alittle A
here. Do you m nd?

MR ZEYTOUN. That's fine, no, go
ahead.

MB. PHILLIPS: And |'mgoing to

put a little B here. So you hold A and B

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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In this fashi on?
Yes, na'am

And that's what you

see when you walk in the front door?

MR, ZEYTOUN

MS. PHI LLI PS:

Yes, nma'am

Ckay. And this is

t he pregnancy warning sign on top of --

MR ZEYTOUN

MS. PHI LLI PS:

MR ZEYTOUN

MS. PHI LLI PS:
t he bar?

MR ZEYTOUN

MS. PHI LLI PS:
sitting on an actual bar?
IS a purse.

MR ZEYTOUN

MS. PHI LLI PS:
sitting on?

MR ZEYTOUN

behi nd t he bar.

she put her shelf and that's it.

Yes.

-- Exhibit B?
Yes, ma' am
Ckay. And this is
Yes, yes.

Is this purse

In Exhibit A there

Yes.

What is that

That's a shel f

The bartender when they work,

That' s what

Neal

R. G oss and Co.,

I nc.
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it is.
PH LLIPS: So that is a shelf?

ZEYTOUN:  Yeah.

5 3 O

PHI LLIPS: Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN. And it continues
this way. This is a shelf where | would enpty
all the glasses and | put this designated for
all the permts. Even ny birth certificate is
on that shelf now. It's just |like we put
everything to be --

M5. PHI LLIPS: So that's Exhibit A
on what | ooks like a shelf with like a white
towel or a white napkin on it?

MR, ZEYTOUN:  Yes, napkin, napkin,
yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. And that --
and when were these two pictures, A and B,

t aken?

MR, ZEYTOUN: Those are the
following day after M. Jones cane in. That's
why | took those pictures.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. And so on

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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the night of the incident when M. Jones cane

in, were you there?

MR ZEYTQUN. No, | was not.

&

ZEYTOUN: The ot her day.
PH LLIPS: -- the day?

ZEYTQUN:  Yes.

5 3 9 D

br ot her ?

MR ZEYTOQUN:  Yes.

PH LLIPS: It was just your --

PHI LLIPS: It was just your

M5. PHILLIPS: And he is the

owner . ls that fair?

MR ZEYTOUN: He's the owner

, but

I run the business. | am ABC Li cense Manager

and also | amthe Hospitality Manager, so |

pretty much --
MS. PHILLIPS: Do it all.
MR, ZEYTQUN. -- that's what

for aliving all ny life.

| do

M5. PHILLIPS: Ckay. And so did

you actually see what M. Jones and your

brother saw, that the frane had fall en

SO

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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that it was not conspicuously or clearly,
totally visible on that particul ar day?

MR ZEYTOUN:. | know exactly what
M. Jones was referring to and I know exactly.
There is no wall in between. The only thing
that can fall in between the counter --

M5. PHILLIPS:  Um hum

MR ZEYTOUN: -- is to -- if
anything fall behind the counter, good | uck
getting it, because you have to bring all the
gl asses, nove the whole counter. So it was
not in between the counter. This is the
gl ass.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

MR ZEYTOUN. So you can see it
was up to here.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

MR ZEYTOUN. It was maybe 50/50
the sign show ng.

M5. PHILLIPS: R ght. And that's
what you think, but you weren't there that

ni ght, but you saw it the next day?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR ZEYTOUN: | know that for a

fact.

M5. PHILLIPS: But just a second.

MR, ZEYTOUN. Because | saw t hat
t he day before.

M5. PHILLIPS:  Um hum

MR, ZEYTOUN:  You know, or this is
the way it was. There is -- these signs, they
were in this area, so we were aware, but we
didn't know that was not enough to -- for the
I nspector to see. And having that sign there,
it was -- you know, that will conpensate for
t he ot her sign.

M5. PHLLIPS: Right. So let ne
just ask the questions and then you answer the
guesti ons, because, otherwi se, we wll not get
through this and this is fairly sinple.

Al right. So what you are sayi ng
Is that even though you weren't there to see
what M. Jones and your brother saw, you had
seen it the day before.

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yeah.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. PHILLIPS: And it followed --

MR ZEYTOUN. | nean, don't quote
me on the day before or the day after. This
has been a year |ong, you know, process. |
know t hat that sign was conspicuous. You can
see that sign and they were behind the shelf
and then we noved the shelf, everything to a
nore cl ear shelf when he brought it up to our
attention.

M5. PHILLIPS: Ckay. So again,

l et me ask you --

MR ZEYTOUN. Um hum

M5. PHILLIPS: -- was -- before
M. Jones cane --

MR ZEYTOUN. Um hum

M5. PHILLIPS: -- was the signage
that you are tal king about posted on the
gl ass?

MR ZEYTOUN. It was posted on the
glass and it fell off the gl ass.

M5. PH LLIPS: Okay. So it fell

of f the gl ass.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR ZEYTOUN: Yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: And in Exhibit A
it fell behind all these bottles?

MR ZEYTOUN. It -- behind the
bottle, the last shelf.

MS5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

MR, ZEYTOUN: Not behind all these
bottl es, because these are three different

| evel s. Behind the |l eft shelf, which is the

hi ghest .

M5. PHILLIPS:  Um hum

MR ZEYTOUN. And then if you see
it wll -- it's high enough to have nost of it

show ng behi nd the gl ass.

MG. PHILLIPS: Right. Okay. Did
you take a picture of it before you noved it
to the shelf to the left in Exhibit A?

MR ZEYTOUN: No.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. Al right.
Now, |I'mgoing to nove to Exhibit B. That's
where the pregnancy -- that's where | think

you testified that one of the two pregnancy

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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si gns were posted.
MR, ZEYTOUN:  Um hum
M5. PHILLIPS: |Is that fair?
MR ZEYTOUN.  Yes.
M5. PH LLIPS: And in Exhibit B,

t he pregnancy sign was down because you had

pai nt ed?

MR, ZEYTOUN. We painted that
wal | .

M5. PHILLIPS: Ckay.

MR. ZEYTOUN: And this one was
m ssi ng.

M5. PHILLIPS: So when M. Jones
cane, that pregnancy sign was m ssing?

MR ZEYTOUN.  Yes.

M5. PH LLIPS: |s that what you
are telling us?

MR. ZEYTOUN: But the other one
was behind the gl ass.

M5. PHILLIPS: What ot her one?

MR. ZEYTOUN: We had two signs.

One was here and one was here. This one was

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 44

m ssing. This one was at the shelf right
behi nd these bottl es.

M5. PHILLIPS: So it had fallen
al so?

MR ZEYTOUN. Ma'am the two signs
we had, they were one at the wall, that this
one was m Ssi ng.

M5. PHILLIPS: Got that, Exhibit

MR, ZEYTOUN: Yes. This one was
on the glass and it fell, but it was stil
showi ng right behind the glass bottle.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay. Al right.
And that's what | asked you.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

M5. PH LLIPS: So you know, it's
just a little hard for nme to catch on

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

M5. PHILLIPS: And maybe |'m just
being slow Al right. So originally, the
second pregnancy sign was posted on the gl ass.

MR ZEYTOUN: Um hum

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. PHILLIPS: Like in Exhibit A?

MR ZEYTOUN: Yes, yes.

M5. PH LLIPS: And it, too, fell
behind the --

MR, ZEYTOUN. d ass --

M5. PHILLIPS: -- and -- between--

MR ZEYTOUN. -- bottles.

M5. PHILLIPS: -- the glass and

the gl ass bottl es?

MR ZEYTOUN:. Yes, yes.

MS. PHILLIPS: Al right. A
right. Okay. It's just a better picture.
That's just a better picture and that's just
a better picture. Al right. M. Zeytoun,
sonetines what we do is we admt pictures for
the Board to see.

MR ZEYTOUN: Yeah.

M5. PHILLIPS: And it's standard
procedure. And | usually don't hel p people,
but | think it would be good if the Board saw
A and B.

MR ZEYTOUN: Um hum

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. PHILLIPS: And so perhaps you

could nove to admt them because it's your
case now?

MR, ZEYTOUN. Sure, | can adm't
t hem

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. So you
would I'i ke to nove those two pictures as
Li censee's Exhibit A and B?

MR ZEYTOUN. |I'msorry. | just--
yeah --

CHAIl RPERSON M LLER  Into the
record.

MR ZEYTOUN: Yeah.

M5. PHILLIPS: You're wel cone.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  And there
bei ng no objection and they being very
relevant to this case, we wll admt them
Ckay.

(Wher eupon, the docunents were

mar ked for identification as

Li censee Exhibit A and B and were

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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recei ved in evidence.)

MR ZEYTOUN. Thanks for your
hel p. Like | --

M5. PHILLIPS: This is all about
seei ng what the Investigator saw, hopefully.
| have no further questions of this w tness,
Madam Chair, if the Board has questi ons.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Are there --
I think we are | ooking at the pictures.

M5. PHILLIPS: Okay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Are there
Board questions while we are | ooking at these
pi ctures? Okay. | have sone questions based
on these pictures.

So |l ooking at Exhibit A |
certainly see the warning posted.

MR ZEYTOUN. The warning, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Is that
different fromwhere it was the day that M.
Jones was there? |Is that in a different gl ass
or is that the glass it was in?

MR, ZEYTOUN. This sign -- | think

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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we have the sane picture.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN. This sign was --
this is the new sign that we use now

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MR, ZEYTOUN. Before we had a
different smaller sign. This size. It was
l'i ke this.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN. And it fell behind
the bar shelf. It was still on the top shelf,
but it was -- those glasses, if you see |ike
this yellow howit is --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ri ght.

MR, ZEYTOUN. -- you know, the
glass is hiding it. That's exactly how it
was. And then as soon he gave us -- but that
was -- it was not on the glass. It had fell.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  How about if
you look at this picture, there is a white
sign or sonething underneath the bright yellow

sign?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

that how it was?

hat' s- -

MR ZEYTOUN:. Yeah, yeah, t
yeah, yeah.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR ZEYTOUN. That's the --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's the
shel 2

VR, ZEYTQOUN: -- that's howit --

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.
MR ZEYTOQUN: -- was. But

in the m ddl e.

right

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay. And
then the Exhibit B shows the two --

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  -- okay,

noti ces.
MR ZEYTOUN:. Yes.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

WAr ni ng noti ce.

VMR ZEYTOUN: And this is where we

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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painted the wall. One of themwas m ssing and
then | replaced it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. The ot her one
i medi ately -- if you see at the two signs,
one | ooks nore |ike older, one newer.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Ckay. Right.

MR, ZEYTOUN. The ol der one we
were able, you know, to have. W put it back.
And the one that we didn't have, | repl aced
it --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN. -- with a newer
sign.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Is this the
wal | or post that was painted and you didn't
have themup at the tinme?

MR ZEYTOUN. This is the new
pai nt ed.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  This is newy
pai nted? These were not up when M. Jones

came, | assune?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR ZEYTOUN: No, these are --

this one, the one on top and the one in the

mddl e --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ri ght.

MR ZEYTOUN: -- on the | ower,
thisis -- it was not there when -- it wasn't
t here.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER It wasn't
t here.

MR, ZEYTOUN. That's when we had
painted the wall. As soon as he cane in, |

came and conpl eted everyt hi ng.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Right. Ckay.
Ckay. Any other questions? M. Alberti, yes?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yeah, | have a
question. M. Zeytoun?

MR ZEYTOUN: Zeyt oun.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. You have a
--all right. There is three -- you have got
three steps.

MR ZEYTOUN:.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Is it --

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Is there a space between that mrror or that
gl ass and the shel f?
MR ZEYTOUN. No, no. It's --
MEMBER ALBERTI: There's no space
at all?
MR ZEYTOUN. -- the shelf, which
Is | made, goes straight to the gl ass.
MEMBER ALBERTI: Is it attached?
MR ZEYTOUN. It's not attached by

glue, but it's attached by weight. So because

of the --
MEMBER ALBERTI: By wei ght.
MR ZEYTOUN. -- bottles, it --
MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Because of
the bottles.

MR, ZEYTOUN. -- is up against --
MEMBER ALBERTI: Right, right,

right. So you have got this glass frane,

right?

MR ZEYTOUN:.  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you have got
these netal posts. | see two netal posts on

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 53

ei ther end of that pane of glass, right?

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: How nuch di stance
Is there between those netal posts and the
gl ass?

MR ZEYTOUN. Um - -

MEMBER ALBERTI: The edge of --
you know, the netal glass sits back fromthe
edge of that post. How far does it sit back?

MR ZEYTOUN. May | just cone and
you can show ne?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Sure. Well, you
have got this netal post, right?

MR ZEYTOUN:  Yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI: |Is the gl ass
flush wwth the front edge of that post?

MR, ZEYTOUN: | don't think so.

MEMBER ALBERTI: No, it isn't.
Ckay. Thank you. It's not. Geat. Thank
you very nmuch. No further questions.

M5. PHILLIPS: For the record, M.

Al berti, were you | ooking at Exhibit A?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: | was | ooking at

Exhibit A And for the record, there are --
you know, the glass is franmed by a netal frane
and M. Zeytoun says that the glass is not
flush wwth the front edge of the netal frane.

MR ZEYTOUN. |'mnot 100 percent
sure, but | would assune it's not.

M5. PHILLIPS: R ght.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.

M5. PH LLIPS: | just wanted for
the record, because | know exactly what you
were tal king about fromlooking at it, but
thank you for explaining it to ne.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes.

M5. PHILLIPS: Since he was right
up talking to you

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yes. No, | just
wanted it to be clear for everybody's benefit.

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you for
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. Any

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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ot her questions? Any questions on Board
guestions? kay. Do you have any ot her
docunents or anything else you want to submt?

MR ZEYTOUN. | think that's all |
have.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  All right.
Any redirect?

M5. PHILLIPS: Thank you, Madam
Chair, no.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. So we
are ready then for closing.

M5. PHILLIPS: As | heard the
evi dence, Madam Chair and Board Menbers, M.
Zeytoun, though was not there for the evening,
has admtted all of the charges. So these
charges are w thout dispute. The signs were
not on the post, which is Exhibit B, and had
fall en down behind the top |level of bottles in
Exhi bit A

Madam Chair pointed out a sign to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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the left of Exhibit A which was actually down

behind the bottles, so it seens to ne that
what the -- is left to determ ne is what
conspi cuous neans.

According to the Governnent, if
that sign that was on the |eft behind the
bottles in Exhibit Ais an exanple of what was
visible on the day that M. Jones was there,
then that does not neet the statutory
requi renment of conspi cuous.

And, therefore, the signs were
down and not conspi cuous and no pregnancy
war ni ng si gns were posted conspi cuously either
by the testinony of M. Zeytoun. So | think
what is left for the Board to decide is
conspi cuous.

The Governnent believes that the
signs that had fallen behind the glass as
shown in Exhibit A as an exenplar, but not a
pi cture of what was there on the day that M.
Jones was there neet the definition of being

I nconspi cuous and, therefore, the charges have

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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-- the evidence has carried the charges the
Governnent has brought and the fine is really
up to the Board.

But | think given the
I nvestigative history, that there was at | east
one charge that was a $250 fine in 2011, |et
me | ook again to nmake sure I'mstating it
correctly, yes.

MR, ZEYTOUN:. That's outside the
three years woul d be.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  wel |, you
w || have a chance to do your cl osing.

M5. PHILLIPS: R ght. So and the
charge was May 23, 2013, so it's a matter of
what the Board feels the fine should be on
t hat .

And just to correct the record, as
| see the sale to mnor sign, which M.
Zeytoun charge -- as M. Zeytoun referred to
it in the investigative history, wasn't
dropped. A warning was issued pursuant to

statute. And it says right there on the

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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I nvestigative report page 2.

Therefore, | would ask the Board
to have a fine of $350 as indicated on the
citation.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. So now
you can nake your cl osing.

MR, ZEYTOUN. | don't have the
speaking skills like Ms. Phillips. |'mgoing
to make it short, but very honest and very
sincere. And | did not admt on not having
the signs. | said the sign was fallen behind
the glass. W believe that it was good enough
for warning, not for fine.

| believe that the inspector nade
a lot of errors by issuing the citation, the
wrong citation and com ng back and giving a --
changed the anmount. | believe that he nade
hi s concl usi on based on the two years tine
frame for the serving to the m nor al cohol and
the other citation, which is -- was over two
years.

Al so, for the serving underage,

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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t he best of our know edge, that case was
dropped. The server that served the table, he
Is the son of a Suprene Court Judge, a retired
D. C. Governnent Suprenme Court Judge and all of
a sudden the charges dropped and that was
dropped. | didn't know how it dropped. W
were ready to put our evidence. W were
putting everything together and then we got a
letter that it is dropped.

All I"masking is to be fair and
just | felt that warning was the best possible
puni shment, since we did everything we can
possibly do imediately after his visit. And
t hank you so nuch. And that's -- the rest |
can express nyself and | hope | delivered the
nmessage, you know, correctly.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you, sir.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  Yep, that's
just fine. Okay. So I'mgoing to close the

record, at this tine. W are not going to

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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take any nore evi dence.

The parties do have the chance if
they want to file proposed findings of fact
and conclusions of |law or waive your right to
do so.

M5. PHILLIPS: The District
wai ves. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Do you
under stand t he question?

MR ZEYTOUN. No, nma'am

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  No nobody
does. Ckay. Except the |lawers. Al right.
You have a right under the law, if you want,
to filein witing like a |egal brief, based
on the evidence that is in the record. You
would wait for the transcript and you could
file sonething in witing setting forth the
facts that you want the Board --

MR ZEYTOUN. We wai ve.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's good.
It's really for mainly conpl ex cases.

M5. PHILLIPS: That's what |

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hought .

MR, ZEYTOUN. M. R vero actually,
we tal ked about and he said you shoul d waive.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Yeah, yeah,
yeah, yeah. Good, good, good. You don't want
to do that. GCkay. Al right. So we are just
going to take a vote on deliberating this case
In closed session.

As Chairperson of the Al coholic
Beverage Control Board for the District of
Col unbia and in accordance with Section 405 of
t he Open Meetings Anendnent Act of 2010, |
nove that the ABC Board hold a cl osed neeting
for the purpose of seeking | egal advice from
our counsel on Case No. 13-CWP-00276, Cafe
Par adi so, per Section 405(b)(4) of the Open
Meeti ngs Anendnent Act of 2010, and
del i berating upon this case, Cafe Paradi so,
for the reasons cited in Section 405(b)(13) of
the Open Meetings Anendnent Act of 2010.

|s there a second?

MEMBER SHORT:  Second.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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M. Short has

seconded t he noti on. "Il now take a rol

call vote on the notion now t hat

it has been

seconded.
M. Brooks?
MEMBER BROCKS: | agree.
CHAIl RPERSON M LLER. M. Al berti?
MEMBER ALBERTI: | agree.
CHAIl RPERSON M LLER: M.
Rodri guez?
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | agree.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ms. Ml er
agr ees.
M. Silverstein?
MEMBER SI LVERSTEIN:. | agree.
CHAIl RPERSON M LLER. M. Short?
MEMBER SHORT: | agree.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. So it

appears that the notion has passed by a 6-0-0

vote. And therefore, the ABC Board w ||

hol d

a closed neeting in the ABC Board conference

room pursuant to the Open Meetings Anendnent

Neal R Goss and Co.,
202-234- 4433

I nc.
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Act of 2010 and we wll issue a witten order
in this case within 90 days.

Ckay. Thank you.

MR ZEYTOUN. |Issue a? I|I'msorry?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER A witten
order. So we will send you out an order in
writing.

MR. ZEYTOUN: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER O what the
decision is.

MR ZEYTOUN. Ckay. And |I'm
sorry, but what was the final finding?

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  We didn't
make a finding yet.

MR. ZEYTOUN: ©Ch, you didn't.
Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  So we w | |
make a finding as to whether you are |iable,
whet her you did that for each charge and then
whet her there will be a fine and if so, how
much it wll be.

MR ZEYTOUN. | thank you.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Okay. Thank
you.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you
very nuch.

MR, ZEYTOQUN. Al right. Thank
you.

(Wher eupon, the Show Cause Heari ng
in the above-entitled matter was concl uded at
10: 33 a. m)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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